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PURPOSE:   The purpose of this Aging Program Directive (APD) is to set forth the 
funding source that must be used to pay for the transportation costs for 
medical trips of older Medical Assistance (MA) eligible Pennsylvanians.    
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CONTENT: Effective immediately, any individual age 60 and older who is also eligible 
for MA shall have their transportation trips to MA eligible medical 
destinations funded entirely through the Department of Public Welfare’s 
Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP).  Area Agencies on 
Aging (AAAs) shall not use Aging Services Block Grant (ASBG) funds to 
pay for any medical trip that could be funded through the MATP.  AAAs 
can however, pay for non-medical trips for MA eligible individuals age 60 
and older.  Aging Services Block Grant funds are to be used as the payer 
of last resort.  In the event that other funding sources are available such 
as the Medical Assistance Transportation Program, such funding sources 
are to be used first.   

 
 The same policy applies to consumers ages 65 and older who are funded 

through the Shared-Ride Program.  If an individual is age 65 and older, 
the Shared-Ride Program administered by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation, will pay 85% of the fare and the consumer or a third 
party such as the AAA will pay all or some portion of the remaining 15%.  
Any individual age 65 and older, who is also MA eligible, shall be funded 
with MATP funds if the individual’s trip purpose is for MA eligible medical 
reasons.  Shared-Ride funds cannot be used to fund the medical trip costs 
of MA eligible individuals who are ages 65 and older.  Consequently, 
AAAs shall no longer pay any partial or full co-pay for MA eligible 
individuals ages 65 and older who are being transported to MA eligible 
medical destinations.  It should be noted that AAAs could pay the co-pay 
for MA eligible individuals ages 65 and older who are being transported to 
non-medical destinations. 


