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How Does Pennsylvania Compare to the Nation?

Nation

• 47,173 suicides in 2017

• Rate of 14.5 per 100,000

Firearms

• 23,854 all ages (50.6%)

Nationally, 60.0% of firearm 

deaths in 2017 were ruled as 

suicides.

Pennsylvania 

• 2,023 suicides in 2017

• Rate of 15.8 per 100,000

Firearms

• 989 all ages (48.9%)

In Pennsylvania, 60.7% of 

firearm deaths in 2017 were 

ruled as suicides.



Youth Suicide in Pennsylvania
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(Pennsylvania Youth Survey, 2017)



Prevent Suicide PA Key Projects

County 

Suicide 

Task 

Forces

Video

Project
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Contest

Awareness
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Need to work 

with County 

Suicide Task 

Forces to see 

what is going on 

in communities 

in PA

Voices of 

Attempt/Loss 

Survivors, 

Youth/Adult/Old

er Adult, 

Clinicians, 

LGBTQ+, etc.

QPR, ASIST, 

Online Learning 

Center, Survivor 

of Suicide 

Facilitator 

training, LOSS 

Team training, 

etc.

Drive Out 

Suicide, 

Awareness 

Tables, 

Sports Partners,

Suicide 

Awareness Day 

at the Capitol,

Turnpike project

Open to all high 

schools in PA to 

create PSA’s 

(posters, videos, 

audio)

Fundraiser on Sept 6 

in King of Prussia, 

Donations, grants, 

walk/run in 2020



Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention Plan 

DRAFT GOALS FOR 2020-2024:

• Goal 1: Provide training on the prevention of suicide across multiple 

sectors and settings

• Goal 2: Promote screening across sectors, including health care, 

behavioral health, social services, and educational settings

• Goal 3: Provide care and support to individuals affected by suicide 

deaths and attempt to promote healing and implement community 

strategies to help prevent further suicides
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Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention Plan 

DRAFT GOALS FOR 2020-2024 (continued):

• Goal 4: Improve the capacity to utilize data reporting systems relevant 

to suicide and improve the ability to collect, analyze, and use the 

information to promote and support research on suicide and suicide 

prevention

• Goal 5: Promote responsible media reporting on suicide, accurate 

portrayals of suicide and mental illness in the entertainment industry, 

and the safety of online content related to suicide.

• Goal 6: Promote reduced access to lethal means of suicide among 

individuals with identified suicide risk
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Public Listening Sessions

Purpose:

• The Suicide Prevention Task Force will travel to multiple locations across 

Pennsylvania to hear from stakeholders, mental health professionals, 

educators, and individuals and families to learn from community members 

with lived experiences related to suicide and mental health. 

• This feedback will help inform the development of the statewide suicide 

prevention plan, suicide prevention outreach and education, and strategies 

to fight stigma associated with suicide, suicide attempts, and mental health 

issues. 
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Listening Session Group Norms

• Timeframe for comments and sharing

• Awareness of language and how to safely talk 

about suicide

• Confidentiality

• Support and resources
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Project Goals
• What challenges are we facing in our communities related to 

suicide awareness, stigma, and prevention, and how can we 

best address these barriers to expand and improve our 

efforts?

• How can we strengthen our safety net for individuals across 

the lifespan who are at risk of suicide, as well as for specific 

populations known to be at increased risk of suicide (e.g., 

veterans, LGBTQ+ youth)?

• How can we better support survivors of suicide and those with 

lived experience in their healing and path to recovery?

Listening Sessions: Proposed Questions



For more information, please visit

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/SuicidePrevention/

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/SuicidePrevention/


Crisis Resources



For more information or to learn how you can 

prevent suicide, please go to

https://www.preventsuicidepa.org/

https://www.preventsuicidepa.org/

